
Federalists and Democratic Republicans comparison 
 

Use your class notes on Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson to fill in the comparison chart of the first two 
political parties. Write brief notes about how each party feels about human nature, their positions on the strength 
of the government, the economy, their relationship with foreign nations, and how the Constitution should be 
interpreted. 
 
 

Federalists Democratic-Republicans 

Leader   

Views about human 
nature 

  

Strong federal 
government 

or 
Limited federal 

government? 

  

Economy 
  

Relationship with 
France/Britain 

  

Constitution: 
strict interpretation or 

loose? 

  

 


