
SPAIN STARTS AN EMPIRE NOTES 
 
 
Europe is out of the dark: 

 

_____________________were over 

_____________________invented by __________________________in 1440 

_____________________adventures in the East are published for all to read 

Time of new thinking, rebirth = _________________________ 

 

New technology rocks! 

 

Sailing technology:  _____________________uses sun, moon and planets to determine latitude 

______________________used to measure the angle between 2 stars for navigation 

______________________  

______________________ mass produced writing 

 

Christopher Columbus 

 

Who was he?       

        

 

Why did he go West?       

        

 

Why did he go to the Indies?           

 

It’s all about money 

 

Who does he ask first?           

After King John of Portugal refused, Columbus asked      and 

____________________ of Spain to fund his trip 

And what happens?           

 



We’re sailin’ now!  Trip #1  

 

Sailed west in_____________________ 

3 ships:   , _______________________, ________________________ 

 

 
Columbus’s first trip, continued…. 
 
2 days before mutiny (_________________________________________________), they landed in 

_________________________, on an island in the       . 

 
He thought:           
 
He claimed:           

 
The fun continues….. 

 
Explores:          

Lands on _____________________, Haiti/Dominican Republic 

And he:          

 

You didn’t discover it, we were already here! 
 
Declares himself _________________________ of __________________, and founded the first 

________________________, (a settlement ___________________________________________) 

 

Columbus’s final trips:  
 
2 more:           
 
Died:           
 

Columbian Exchange: 
 
Triggered transfer of ______________________,__________________,_________________, and 

_______________ back and forth across the __________________. 

New to Europe:           

New to the New world:           

Germs:           
 



Why isn’t it called the United States of Columbus? 
 
1497-1504 Italian Explorer _______________________ explored the __________________coast of 

_____________________________. 

Unlike Columbus, he realized _______________________________________________________. 

He published his trip and the _______________________ drew ________________new continents, 

calling them _________________________after ______________________. 

 
 

Slavery comes to the New World 
 
Slavery:  the treatment ___________________________as _______________________for the purpose 

of ______________________________________________. 

 

Spanish settlers needed slaves when they started __________________________, 

_________________________ on discovered lands 

 

They forced Native Americans:           

 

Hernan Cortes 
 

Spain sends      ,(       )  to 

conquer the New World for Spain 

 

1519:              

 

Cortes and the Aztecs: 
 
Aztecs:              
 
Cortes:              
 
____________________becomes capital of Spanish empire: ________________________. 
 

Francisco Pizarro 
 
Who was he?  What did he do?        

            

             

 


